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The Rev. Jan Smith Wood

Lent begins at the end of this month, Ash Wednesday is on
February 2274, We still have three weeks of Epiphany — that
season when we are particularly attentive to the ways in
which God is manifest in our lives — but Lent is on the
horizon. How shall we observe a faithful Lent in 20127

For most of Christian history, Lent has been a season of
preparation which includes fasting, intensified prayers, and
acts of spiritual discipline. Today, we frequently abstain
from sweets, take on extra works of service, and join a
Lenten study group. But why?

Lent is the season (40 days) leading up to Holy Week and
Easter. Without Easter, we are not. Without the Resurrec-
tion, there is no Way of Christ and there are no Christians.
Easter is the defining moment of our entire lives and faith.
It is vital that we prepare our selves, mind body and spirit,
for this Great Feast. We cannot do this adequately if we live
our lives in “business as usual” mode. There are too many
distractions, too much clutter, too many tasks claim our
hearts and minds. We need to reboot.

When a computer gets overloaded, doing weird things, or
needs to be updated, it gets a reboot. We push a button,
turn everything off, take a pause, and then begin again.
Lenten disciplines can be very much like this. Time to
reboot our lives. Time to re-orient ourselves to the true
North of our existence. Time to cast off
all the minutiae that claims to be
important. This is Lent.
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What needs rebooting in your life? How have the many
tasks clamoring for your attention drawn you from the
path, from the Way of Christ? Do you find yourself think-
ing too much about food? Perhaps a fast is in order. Do
you find yourself constantly surfing the net on your
phone? Perhaps this is the fast that you need for your
spiritual well-being. Do you find yourself never having
time to think about God’s purpose for your life? Perhaps
intentional devotional reading, or the Lenten discussion
group, is in order. Are you increasingly isolated from the
wounded and hungry? Perhaps God is inviting you to dili-
gent service of others, reaching out in love, overcoming ret-
icence and fear,

There are almost as many ways to observe a faithful Lent
as there are Christians who seek to follow Jesus Christ
more closely, What you choose matters, but it is your
choice. Be intentional. Be honest. Be rigorous in your
self-examination. What needs to change? What are you
most afraid to let go? What has an insidious claim on you
that distracts and impairs your ability to be fully present
to this day and God’s love? That is where your Lenten
discipline should take you. That is where God awaits.
That is the road to Easter for you. Go there with courage
and faith and hope.

Jan

LENTEN THURSDAYS

Here at Grace, Thursdays during Lent are an opportunity
for you to nourish spirit, body, and mind. Begin with the
5:30 Holy Eucharist (there are special readings for Lent),
continue to the Mary Simpson Room for simple soup
supper at 6:15. During supper (from 6:30-7pm), Jan will
offer Lenten Reflections on our Baptismal Covenant and its
significance in our lives as followers of Jesus and members
of the Body of Christ. These reflections will end at 7pm -
at which time, some may choose to sit together for table
conversation, others to join choir practice, and others to
head home.



Liturgical Notes:
Every Sunday, we engage in liturgy. It’s another name for
worship and has roots in the Greek word (leitourgos) which
means “the work of the people”. It could be easy to think that
“the people” in this case are those up front: choir members,
acolytes, organist, lay Eucharistic ministers, readers. On the
contrary, all of those at the front have the primary responsibility
of leading worship so that everyone present can participate fully
in the liturgy, the work of the people,

In our sacramental tradition, we are fortunate in that our
worship engages all our senses, our entire body. We stand,
kneel, sit. We sing, praise, pray, eat. We use our eyes and our
ears, but also our senses of smell, taste, and touch. Ours is an
embodied theology and our liturgy reflects this, making it
possible to engage all of our human selves in worship of God.
The Holy Eucharist is not a spectator sport!

A few people have recently asked what our bodies should be
doing when we pray. There are two traditional and customary
postures for prayer: to kneel and to stand. Kneeling is likely to
be the posture most familiar in this church, while standing is the
older posture (going back to the earliest Christian gatherings). To
be candid, kneeling in our church can be difficult. The pews are
close together. The small shelves make it hard to kneel without
resting one’s tush on the seat. As more of us receive bionic
knees, kneeling can be painful if not impossible. Such physical
inconveniences can bring us to consider purpose: what is the
purpose of our body posture while at prayer?

When we reserve a particular posture for prayer, it can help our
whole selves (mind and body) to focus, to remember that prayer
is a different kind of conversation. We are not directing but re-
ceiving, not in charge but in supplication, not talking but listen-
ing... A special posture for prayer (whether standing or kneeling)
helps focus our busy minds, opens our airways and arteries to
the breath of God, reminds us that we are in the presence of an
awesome (God, helps us to be humble in attitude, vulnerable to
divine power, present to the sacred, attentive to our words, hope-
ful of discerning God’s word to us.

So. It’s your work, this praying. It’s the body God gave you that
prays. Find your posture that most helps you pray
wholeheartedly and with all your mind and body and spirit and
soul. Know that God is listening,




ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL
SACRED MANUSCRIPT EXHIBITION

As announced at the Annual Meeting, from October 20th to
December 2nd, Grace Church will host an exhibition of
ancient and medieval manuscripts from one of the largest
private collections in the country. John Lawrence is providing
an impressive array of sacred works that illuminate the
landscape of human words to God which themselves become
God’s word to humankind. We have begun organizing our
work into Steering Committee and Task Groups.

This is a project that will demand our best efforts and call us
into new territory together. Everyone will be able to
contribute their time and talent to this great adventure. The
Steering Committee is comprised of Amy Fox, Nanette
Frankel, John Hancock, George Mylander, and Jan Wood.
The Task Groups and their leaders are: Nancy Bertsch {Food),
Phil Frost (Security), Mary Ellen Hart {Logistics), Kaleen
Lawrence (Exhibit), April McCormack (Gift Shop}, Becky
Montague (Publicity), Lou Schultz (Docents), and Sandy Stites
(Events).

If you would like more information, or to volunteer, please feel
free to contact any one of these people. Together, we shall
make this happen with excellence, enthusiasm, and genuine
delight,

ANNUAL MEETING

Our 176th Annual Meeting was splendid, The food prepared
by the Parish Life Committee was delicious. The slide show a
wonderful window on who we've been in 2011. Our recollec-
tions of work accomplished in 2011 and vision for work to be
done in 2012 were shared and affirmed. We passed an
ambitious budget that reflects our values of service, learning,
and sharing. We thanked outgoing Vestry members

(Terry Andres, Susan Hunt, and Janet Poyer) and applauded
incoming Vestry members (Jim Hart, Ashleigh Moyer, and
Brad Wieber).

If you would like a copy of the Annual Meeting Report, please
contact the Church Office.



VESTRY EPISTLE

Water

"We thank you Almighty God for the gift of
water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the
beginning of creation. Through it you led
the children of Israel out of their bondage
in Egypt into the land of promise. In it
your Son Jesus received the baptism of
John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah,
the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection,
from the bondage of sin into everlasting life." BCP p. 306.

There are other uses of water in the Bible. The flood of No-
ah's time purifies creation. Jesus turns water into wine,
and walks on water. John baptizes Jesus. Nicodemus is
told that he must be born of water and the Spirit. Jesus
asks the Samaritan woman at the well for some water and
offers her living water., On Good Friday Jesus's side is
pierced and blood and water come out. In Acts, the Ethio-
pian sees water and stops so that Philip may baptize him.
In Revelation the river of life flows from the throne of God.

Did you know that the human body is about 70% water?
Water is as essential to our earthly lives as the Spirit is es-
sential to our spiritual lives.

Roz Stevenson

BONES AND BALANCE

Balance, Strength, and Flexibility for Fall Prevention
classes are cancelled as of February 1st. The next 7-week
class will start Monday, April 9th. A sign-up sheet will be
posted Monday, March 26th,

Bones and Balance Plus classes will be led by our Parish
Nurse Jolene Mills on Thursdays only starting February
2nd. Regularly scheduled twice weekly classes will resume
Tuesday, March 27th,

Don Lenhart



CHILI COOK-OFF

Our annual recognition and celebration for those who
“Serve and Protect” will again be combined with our CHILI
COOK OFF. Mark your calendars for SUNDAY, FEBRARY
12th — 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. for the Chili Cook Off.

The event will be similar to last year with various categories
for chili ~ but more prizes! It was a lot of fun last year with
a good turn out - so we are looking forward to another
wonderful event that includes our parish family and
community members who serve and protect.

If you wish to make chili, the registration form is on the
next page.
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Please plan to join us for our annual event to
celelirate and thank those who serve and protect
with a Chill Coolk-ofy!
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Sunday
February 12, 2012 Lisde

M 4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. m
Grace Episcopal Chuxch -

315 Wayne Street
Sandusky, OH 44870
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Admission: $5.00 Adult, $3.00 Children
Includes: Chili, all the ‘Fixins, and beverage,
R.8.V.P. by Thursday, February 9%,
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A sign-up sheet to atiend is on the Parish Life bulletin board
or call 419-625-6919 or e-mail graceepiscopal@bex.net

CHILI EONVEST CATEGORIES cud RETAILS

Best Tradittonal Chilt Best Spicy Chill Most Unusual Chill
Best “not real spley™ CRil Best Non-Beegf Chill

Provlde (1) Crock-Pot of chili — and get FREE admission to the event and a chance to win!
To enter the Chill Contest complete a registration form

located on the Dulletin board. Two winners in each category!

Spaonsored by: your Parish Life Comnniittee www pracesandusky.org




Sunday, February 12, 2012 ]
4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m,
Grace Episcopal Church
315 Wayne Street, Sandusky, OH 44870
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$5.00 Adult / $3.00 Children or FREE with Chill Entry

CHILI CONTEST GATEGORIES and DETAILS

Best Traditional Chili Best Spicy Chili
Most Unusual Chili y Best “Not Real Spicy” Chili
Best Non-Beef Chili
B Provide (1) large Crock-Pot of Chili - at least 30 % cup servings
® Bring chili to Grace Church by 4:00 p.m.
® Provide ladle to serve your chili
® Conltestants will serve the chili to guests
® Judging will be done by all who attend
B TWQ Prizes will be given for cach category

Grace Church will provide sides for chili: onions, sour cream, cheese, hot sauces, crackers
Prizes will be awarded at 5:45 p.m,

[u!a

To enter, please complete the information below and return it to Grace Church
via e-mail, mail, or in person no later than Thursday, February 9th.

Name

Address

Phone E-mail

Type of Chili you will enter (see above Jist)

E-mail: graceepiscopal@bex net
Questions: Call Grace Episcopal Church at 419-625-6919




HEALTHY LIVING

Heart disease is the No. 1 killer in
America, This is true for not only
men, but also women. In fact, nearly
1/3 of all deaths result from heart dis-
ease.

GUIDELINES FOR HEART- Healthy Heart

These are guidelines for heart-healthy
living that the whole family can follow: Healthy Yous

Choose foods low in saturated fat. All

foods that contain fat are made up of a mixture of saturat-
ed and unsaturated fats. Saturated fat raises your blood
cholesterol level more than anything else you eat, The best
way to reduce blood cholesterol is to choose foods lower in
saturated fat such as: fruits, vegetables and whole grains.

Choose foods low in total fat. Eating foods low in total fat
will help your family eat less saturated fat. When you do
eat fat, substitute unsaturated fat - either polyunsaturated
or monounsaturated - for saturated fat. FEating foods low
in fat will also help you eat fewer calories; thus, helping
you lose weight.

Choose foods high in starch and fiber. Foods high in
starch and fiber are excellent substitutes for foods high in
saturated fat. These foods - breads, cereals, pasta, grains,
fruits and vegetables - are low in saturated fat and choles-
terol. Foods high in starch and fiber are also good sources
of vitamins and minerals. Soluble fiber - like oat and bar-
ley bran, dry peas and beans — may also help to lower
blood cholesterol,

Choose food low in cholesterol. Dietary cholesterol can
raise blood cholesterol. Dietary cholesterol is found only in
foods that come from animals. Even if an animal food is
low in saturated fat, it may be high in cholesterol; for in-
stance, organ meats like liver and egg yolks are low in sat-
urated fat but high in cholesterol. Egg whites and foods
from plant sources do not have cholesterol.

cont’d



Be more physically active. Being physically active helps im-
prove blood cholesterol levels: it can raise HDL (Highly Dense
Lipids ~ which I refer to as the “Highly Desirable Lipids.” This
is the good fat in your blood) and lower LDL (Low Density Li-
pids — which I refer to as the “Least Desirable Lipids.” This is
the bad fat in your blood). Being more active also can help
you lose weight, lower your blood pressure, improve the fit-
ness of your heart and blood vessels, and reduce stress. Be-
ing active together as a family is a great past time for allll

Maintain a healthy weight and lose weight if you are over-
weight. People who are overweight tend to have higher blood
cholesterol levels than people of a healthy weight. Overweight
adults with an “apple” shape - bigger (pot) belly — tend to have
a higher risk for heart disease than those with a “pear” shape
- bigger hips and thighs. Whatever your body shape, when
you cut the fat in your diet, you cut down on the richest
source of calories.

A family eating pattern high in starch and fiber instead of fat
is a good way to help control weight (or even lose weightll),
lower LDL cholesterol, raise HDL cholesterol and help the en-
tire family to feel better!!

Blessings to all,

Jolene

BLOOD DRIVE HUGE SUCCESS

Despite Saturday's (January 21st) cold,
snow and windy conditions, 51 people
braved the elements to give their precious
gift of life to others. 48 units of blood were
collected...helping 144 people! A HUGE
THANKS to our donors and volun-

teers. Job well done!

Mark your calendars: the next blood drive
is scheduled for Saturday, June 30, 2012. More info to come.

Jolene Mills



KINSHIP FUNDRAISER

KinShip is hosting a fundraiser on Friday, February 17th to
support its mission. KinShip was started at Grace Church and
is well supported by us. Randy Ruthsatz is the treasurer and
Donna Frost and Lou Hibbard are on the board. This is the
second annual party at Tre Sorelle for Kinship.

Lou Hibbard

Friday, February 17, 2012
5:00 - 7:00 pm

Hosted by: .
$50 per person, includes:

TRE + Heavy Appetizers
SORE LI ,,E + Tre Sorelle Chocolates

%. é é . Two glasses of Wine,

LCP)‘L’HH'IH" C]!ﬂCO]ﬂfG;:Y d TaxndeduCtlble

contribution to
634 Columbus Avenue, Sandusky KinShip, Inc.
B
United @ Limited number of tickets available,

Yy
2 e e Send resecvation and check payable to:

KinShip, Inc, 3920 Perkins Avenue, Huron, OH 44839

Name number attending

I am unable to attend but here is my donation in the amount of: $




January 12, 2012
Port au Prince, Haiti

Dear Friends,

Greetings from Haiti in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

As we transition from Advent season and welcome 2012, it is an
apt time to remark new beginnings. We are pleased to be cele-
brating many new beginnings in the Diocese of Haiti. This year
we do this while evaluating progress in light of the two-year an-
niversary of the devastating 2010 earthquake.,

The earthquake of 2010 will be fixed in our national conscious-
ness for decades to come and has thus been integrated into the
national vernacular. When referring to events, Haitians almost
always specify whether it occurred ‘before or after the Twelfth’.
We are thankful this year, and always, to be a part of the World
Wide Anglican Communion. The support within our Church
continues to gain momentum even while the catastrophe fades
out of international consideration.

On behalf of the Diocese of Haiti, I thank you for supporting the
rebuilding of the Holy Trinity Cathedral. The Cathedral is the
center of worship for Diocese of Haiti. We are pleased to state
that the Request for Proposals to rebuild the Cathedral has been
issued and the international team charged with rebuilding Holy
Trinity will soon choose among the proposals a firm to design
and build the new house of worship. We count on continued
support to complete the project. The rebuilding of the Cathedral
will be a victory for the Anglican Communion and the downtown
Port au Prince renaissance. We appreciate all of you who partici-
pate.

Thank you also for your steadfast support of the Diocese of Hai-
ti’s diverse ministries. Individuals from a wide  variety of back-
grounds met us in Haiti and offered their gifts, talents, and re-
sources. Many more offer their significant support from their
homes, Thank you for giving of yourselves for the benefit of your
brothers and sisters in Haiti. Despite the continued challenges
of insecurity, limited access to clean water, and inflated prices,
all Diocesan institutions are functioning albeit in temporary
structures made mostly of plywood and corrugated metal.



We look forward to moving all of these institutions into
permanent appropriate structures. We look forward also
to increasing the community development programs of
the Diocese such as micro-credit loans and technical ed-
ucation to insure ourselves for the challenges to come.
Together we are moving from the relief stage of recovery
into a steady pace striding into a better future,

In March, the Diocese of Haiti welcomed a Chief Operat-
ing Officer, Mr. Sikhumbuzo Vundla. Mr. Vundia works
closely with Diocesan leadership to facilitate the recon-
struction process, The Diocese benefits from his
knowledge and experience.

This Fall, the Diocese of Haiti elected Rev. Canon,

Ogé Beauvoir as Bishop Suffragan to serve in the North.
This is an important step in a plan to decentralize and
reorganize. The Bishop Suffragan will share leadership
duties with the Diocesan Bishop increasing the capacities
of all Diocesan ministries.

The potential of what has begun in 2011 adds fuel to the
fires of hope and resilience. We are elated to realize tangi-
ble advancements. We have many positive things to cele-
brate ‘after the twelfth’. Our joy multiplies knowing that it
is shared with so many brothers and sisters around the
world.

God’s Peace to you and your families at the commence-
ment of a new year. Please know that each one of you is
remembered in the prayers of your Haitian friends. May
God bless each and every one of you in all of your en-
deavors this year.

In Christ,

The Right Reverend J. Zaché Duracin
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Haiti



CARD COMMITTEE RETURNS

The card committee has returned! . God Bless ’Jf"”"
We will meet on the second Monday | by ) 2
of every month from 9:30 until 11, :
Please join us to send cards to
those who are home bound or who
would appreciate a note from the
church family.

Anyone and all are welcomel!

Carole Romp

FLOWER MINISTRY

People who deliver flowers to the sick and
#»  shut-ins of our parish are welcomed

\Vap warmly, If you have received the altar
flowers you know how it raises your spirits.
It’s a wonderful feeling for both the recipi-
ent and the deliverer.

Flower deliveries can be made on Sunday mornings or after-
noons. They can be delivered on Mondays. It is not necessary
to do any more than ring the doorbell, exchange greetings,
deliver the flowers and good wishes and leave feeling great.
(Most people are not up to long conversations or entertaining
but they feel so happy to be remembered by their church
family, If the recipient cannot be reached you may enjoy the
flowers in your home.

Please let Debbie Chase, church secretary, know that you
wish to take part in this important ministry.

Carol Fenton

WEAR RED DAY

On Friday, February 3rd wear red and show
your support of women as we battle our num-
ber one killer.. heart disease,.




THRIFT SHOP NEWS

As you may have heard by now, Janet Senne has retired as
manager after 22 years (and much longer as a volunteer)
from the Thrift Shop. We salute the many gifts that she
brought to this outreach effort for Grace Church.

Now we are looking forward to what the Thrift Shop will be in
decades to come. There is definitely a need for us to contin-
ue. So many in Sandusky are regular shoppers there as well
as people from out of town who come specifically for the
Thrift Shop bargains. We have so many generous donations
of beautiful clothing and houschold items. Our loyal list of
consigners has kept us supplied over the years as well.

Volunteers are desperately needed. If we could schedule two
to three people each day except Sunday from 11:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m., The Thrift Shop could function very smoothly, and
we could raise the funds we have in the past. We need
volunteers to both unpack and price items as well as to work
on the sales floor. We're sure that you must have a few hours
each week to help us out, and bring a friend. Please contact
Ann Cassidy 419-625-5773 if you would be interested in
volunteering, As all of us who are regular Thrift Shop volun-
teers have said, the Thrift Shop is more than a consignment
shop or a “green way” to shop; it’s a really great group of
people serving the greater Sandusky area.

We will be closing for a complete makeover of the store and
its merchandising on February 1st. During that time we will
be distributing any unsold merchandise to area non-profit
agencies. We will also be reassessing the space that we
currently occupy on Market Street. All consigners and
donators will be given notification when they may begin to
bring in new merchandise for sale. Our goal is to open before
Easter with all new spring and summer items.

Thank you for your past support, and please consider being
part of our new makeover.

Ann Cassidy




2012 LENTEN BOOKLET

o Entries are still being accepted for
_1 9l our 15th edition of the Grace
Church Lenten Booklet.

You are invited to submit one (or
morel) of the 47 entries necessary
to complete the 15th edition of the

Grace Church Lenten Reflections
Booklet. It can be your own original material or something
you have read somewhere that you find thought provoking
or inspirational for the Lenten season.

Please send your material by email to
graceepiscopal@bex.net or johno@mackiron.com or mail or
deliver it to the church office by Friday, February 10th.
Bookiets will be available on and after Sunday, February
19th, the Sunday prior to the beginning of Lent on Ash
Wednesday, February 22nd,

John Bacon

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Mike and Janet Poyer as they
celebratethe birth of their new grand-
daughter, Jaelin Kay Poyer, who was born
on January 19th. Jaelin is the daughter of
Sean and Kenna and the sister to big
brother, Jeffry,

Congratulations to Zep and Judy
Porterfield as they celebrate the birth of
their new grandson, Anthony, who was
born January 20th. Anthony is son of Suzanne and Scott
Porterfield.




UTO OFFERING UPDATE

Last spring, Grace hosted a
Diocesan ECW meeting at which
Fr. John Trumble and about 20
ECW members met with The Rt.
Rev. Martin Barahona, Bishop of
the Diocese of El Salvador. He was
in Ohio to meet with ECW and one
of its outreach groups for UTO, Los
o Amigos Episcopales. This past Fall
Grace had a UTO “in gathering” and
B collected your UTO offerings. They
&4 were sent to the Diocese for

| distribution and were earmarked
for Los Amigos Episcopales to
purchase a new car for the Bishop.
He had been the target of a car
bombing and attacked. His driver was seriously injured, and
the car was heavily damaged. Although not physically hurt,
the Bishop did suffer emotionally. This short message is to
thank you for your UTO donations that were used by Bishop
Barahona to purchase a new SUV and insurance. His letter
of thanks and comments on what other support he received
from our Diocese and from our Presiding Bishop, the Most
Rev. Katharine Jefferts Shori, is posted on the church
bulletin board. THANK YOU for your support of UTO!

It DOES make a difference!

PARISH DIRECTORY

We will be publishing a new parish directory in mid
February. Copies will be available to pick up in the Mary
Simpson Room after February 17th.

ENVELOPES READY

If you requested contribution envelopes you can pick them
up in the Mary Simpson Room. If you would like envelopes
for this year, please let Debbie know.




DIOCESAN COUNCIL
The monthly Diocesan Council meeting was held at Trinity
Commons. The normal business of council was addressed:
finance/audit report, ECW update, Mission Area reports.
We reviewed the 2013 budget process which will be final-
ized next month. After that the work to plan the budget
goes into full swing in order to be complete by convention.

Winter Convocation was discussed (Feb 10-11). All parish-
es are encouraged to attend with Vestry and other mem-
bers as the program and various workshops will provide
excellent information for our parishes. The guest speaker,
Frederick W. Schmidt will address the convocations theme
of: Seeking God’s Will — Corporate Discernment in the
Church.

Bishop Hollingsworth discussed his continued work and
study in Camp & Retreat ministries. The focus now is to
build a structure for a complete study and determine the
full scope of what it entails and whether or not we (the Dio-
cese) have the capacity to do it. He spoke of the positive
response he received from his radio discussion about the
Episcopal billboards that state “God Loves You. No Excep-
tions. He noted the work being done to develop our com-
panion relationship with Belize and Tanga. Working
groups have been formed. There will be group meetings at
the Convocation, a visit from Dr. Mpundu of Tanga to Ohio
in March, a summer 2012 medical assessment in June,
and trips planned for the Bishop and others to Tanga in
July and August. The focus on our work with Tanga is
medical outreach. For Belize, a computer literacy project is
underway.

The Diocese is looking for team members who have typical
computer skills, word processing, spread sheet and inter-
net use knowledge to assist in the seminars and tutoring
that will be offered in Belize. The Diocese would like a 10-
20 member team. If you are interested in learning more
about this opportunity, please contact the Diocese, or let
me know,

Becky Montague — Diocesan Council
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2nd SUNDAY BREAKFAST
FEBRUARY 12TH
8:45—9:40
Join us for our monthly 2nd
Sunday breakfast in the Mary
Simpson Room. Enjoy a hot
breakfast and morning conver-
sation. Donations will be used
for the “Pennies for Meals” pro-
gram sponsored by our Diocese. French Toast is on the Feb-
ruary menu. You won't want to miss it/

BOOK-A-MONTH FOR FEBRUARY

The Book Group will meet in February on Sunday, the 26th
at noon. Bring a lunch and we’ll chat for about an hour to-
gether.

February’s book: Outliers: The Story of Success by Malcolm
Gladwell,

We celebrated Janet Senne Day after our Annual Parish
meeting on Sunday, January 22nd. Janet has retired as
director of the Thrift Shop after 22 years.



OUTREACH NEWS

Our next Outreach meeting will be on Sunday February 53,
2012 at 11:30.

We are asking the parish to donate socks during the
month of February which we will distribute at our Com-
munity FREE Meal on February 25th. Mike and Janet
Poyer will be the cooks in February. Please sign up to
help, donate fruit or donate desserts. All help is appreci-
ated|

We are also gearing up for our Heifer Luncheon which will
be held during Lent.

As you may be aware, the Grace Outreach Grants have
been awarded and the award letters and checks should be
mailed in the month of February. This exciting new min-
istry will hopefully make the community aware of the
commitment Grace Church has to mission and outreach.

I have been asked if we can still make dresses for

Haiti. The answer is yes! So if you have some gently used
pillow cases or material that you would like to put to good
use, please consider making a dress for the little girls in
Haiti. Our contact, the Reverend Kesner Ajax is very
thankful for any help that we can offer, I still have the
mailing information and plenty of dress tags that can be
used to identify the size of the dress and where the dress
came from. Please let me know if you need any of those
items.

Respectfully submitted by,

Janet Poyer, Chairperson
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Love is the condition in which the | - |
happiness of another personis " gaes "V,
essential to your own.” m

Robert Heinlein

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION REMINDER

Parents can pick up the “Sunday Paper” edition for each
Sunday (materials for Christian Education and Liturgy for
children written by Gretchen Wolff Pritchard) in the Chris-
tian Education classroom.

Don Lenhart

KNIT-WITTS
The Knit-Witts will be meeting again on Thursday, February
16th from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the Guild Room. We
welcome all knitters and crocheters with a little food along
with lots of fellowship and fun!

The winter months are a perfect time to knit or crochet a
prayer shawl or blanket. We have plenty of yarn in a variety
—of colors and textures to choose

| from.

In November and December our
project was Special Olympics
scarves. Many parishioners, as
well as friends of Grace Church,
knitted and crocheted 25+
= 44 scarves. These were blessed and
/" then sent on to the dioccese. We
would like to thank everyone who
~ helped with the worthwhile
project,



HEADLINES & HOT TOPICS

...will be the subject matter for our informal Sunday morning
theological reflections. In Advent, we gathered to read and
ponder various Advent-themed poems. This was a wonderful
way to access some new thoughts and inspiring insights -
from the poetry and from the people gathered together. Dur-
ing the season of Epiphany, we will take a new starting point
for our reflection. We will look at the daily news {as reported
in the Cleveland Plain Dealer) through the lens of our own
faith. Together we will seek to understand what our prayers
and worship habits have to do with whatever has made the
headlines on any given Sunday. How do our beliefs inform
our understanding of local and world events? How does our
worship equip us to respond responsibly and intelligently?
Come join us in the Mary Simpson Room from 9-9:35 on
Sunday mornings - February 5th, 19th and 26th.

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS

The Thursday Lenten Soup suppers will be hosted by the
following:

February 23 / Staff
March 1 / Choir
March 8 / Vestry
Matrch 15 / Outreach
March 22 / Properties
March 29 / Altar Guild
April 5 / Parish Life (Maundy Thursday Dinner)

i_-;,-'f' Lenten
% Soup




~Thank You for Your Gift to Grace Episcopal Church ~

In memory of
Mary Janis Lehrer
Steve and Kathryn Smith

\___—!.?____-‘

In memory of
Betty Neiding
James and Mary Ellen Hart

“——-ez'P-—__—._-_f

In memory of
Eleanor Scheid

James and Mary Ellen Hart

——— e e
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In memory of
Helen Wahlers

James and Mary Ellen Hart

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE DINNER
Tuesday, February 21st, 5-6:30 p.m.

Your Parish Life Committee will host the annual Shrove
Tuesday Pancake Dinner on TUESDAY — FEBRUARY 21st.
This annual event includes “all you can eat” buttermilk
pancakes, sausage, beverage and those great Polish treats
— Pazki’s!

Plan to have your Shrove Tuesday Vo
dinner at Grace. We'll be serving B‘ 7
from 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. COST; 3
$3.00 / adult....$2.00/children.
THERE IS A SIGN UP SHEET ON
THE PARISH LIFE BULLETIN
BOARD. Please sign up or call
the church so we can plan
accordingly!

Becky Montague
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FEBRUARY
BIRTHDAYS

Birthday!

We Hope Your February Birthday is a Happy One

2nd
4th

5th
8th
9th
10th

14th
15th
17th
19th
23rd
24th
25th
28th
29th

Courtney Chaney

Casey Fox Curtis Romp
Vera Stout

William Drackett Anne Fosco
Hanna Zelis

Leeanna Krabill

Norma Homberger Jonathan Krabiil
Bradley Moyer

Matthew Geiger Skip Ruthsatz
Jim Schwiefert

Phil Frost

Christian McGory Kerri Ziegler

Steven Rankin

Donna Andres

John Gerold Andrew Waldock, Jr.
Coleman Morrow

Kay Knight

Please advise the church office
of any necessary changes.




PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE

IN NEED OF COMFORT OR HEALING

Abby Barbara
Betty Carolyn
David Dawn
Frank Fred
Jane Janet
Linda Liz
Mary Mike
Norman Paula
Richard Robin
Samantha Taylor
Tony Vera

Barney Beth
Charles Chuck
Diane Doug
Hal Helen
John Kenna
Lylah Martha
Nadine Nancy
Pauline Peggy
Ruth Rylan
Teresa Tom

If you know of anyone who should be added or
removed from this list, please call the church office
at (419) 625-6919,

_—'—GF———.__'.

Please pray for those who protect and serve:

Katie Gorby
Kevin Hasselbach
Ben Kimball
John Mahler
Marcus Mettert
Matthew Poeschl
Thomas Roesch
Cameren Scholl
Turner Stewart
Matt Trautman

Keisha Gorby
Spencer Hartwell
Lee Kuns
Graeme McCoy
Jacob Patton
Sean Poyer

Cole Rogers
Taylor Steager
Ned Tracht



- MISSION -

Grace Church is a welcoming communrnity, inviting everyone
to learn, serve and share Christ’s love.

The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, Presiding Bishop
The Rt. Rev. Mark Hollingsworth, Jr., Bishop, Diocese of Ohio
The Rev. Jan Smith Wood, Priest-in-Charge

S

TR e,
Vestry Members
Amy Fox, Sr. Warden
Becky Montague, Jr. Warden
Jeff Fowler, Clerk
Jim Hart, Member-at-Large
Donald Lenhart
Roz Stevenson
Larry McCormack
Ashleigh Moyer
Brad Wieber




